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rnanv anxious moments while the Viceroy was going through the
streets of Benares. There were detectives stationed in many places.
We were horrified. We asked ourselves, 'Why this distrust?5 Is it
not better that even Lord Hardinge should die than live a living
death ? But a representative of a mighty sovereign may not. He might
find it necessary even to live a living death. But why was it necessary
to impose these detectives on us? We may foam, we may fret, we
may resent, but let us not forget that India of today in her impatience
has produced an army of anarchists. I myself am an anarchist, but of
another type. But there is a class of anarchists amongst us, and if I
was able to reach this class, I would say to them that their anarchism
has no room in India, if India is to conquer the conqueror. It is a
sign of fear. If we trust and fear God, we shall have to fear no one,
not the rnaharajas, not the viceroys, not the detectives, not even
King George.
e'I honour the anarchist for his love of the country. I honour him
for his bravery in being willing to die for his country; but I ask him—
is killing honourable? Is the dagger of an assassin a fit precursor of
an honourable death? I deny it. There is no warrant for such
methods in any scriptures. If I found it necessary for the salvation of
India that the English should retire, that they should be driven out,
I would not hesitate to declare that they would have to go, and I
hope I would be prepared to die in defence of that belief. That would,
in my opinion, be an honourable death. The bomb-thrower creates
secret plots, is afraid to come out into the open, and when caught
pays the penalty of misdirected zeaL
"I have been told, 'Had we not done this, had some people not
thrown bombs, we should never have gained what we have got with
reference to the partition movement/ (Mrs. Besant: 'Please stop it3.)
This was \vhat I said in Bengal when Mr. Lyon presided at the
meeting. I think what I am saying is necessary. If I am told to stop
I shall obey. (Turning to the chairman) I await your orders. If you
consider that by my speaking as I am, I am not serving the country
and the empire I shall certainly stop. (Cries of 'Go on') (The
chairman: 'Please, explain your object.') I am simply (another
interruption). My friends, please do not resent this interruption.
If Mrs. Besant this evening suggests that I should stop, she does so
because she loves India so well, and she considers that I am erring
in thinking audibly before you young men. But even soy I simply say

